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A Trip Back in Time with the 3rd Maine
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3rd Maine Regiment Volunteers

Sunday Afternoon Fife and Drum Performance

The Windham Historical Society proudly hosted 
the 3rd Maine Regiment Volunteer Infantry during 
Summerfest weekend, June 25 and 26. 

The 3rd Maine is a nonprofit educational living 
history organization dedicated to preserving the 
memory of Maine’s role in the 
American Civil War. Established 
in the 1980s, this diverse group of 
volunteers have been recreating 
historic events for the past 30 years. 

The group portrays Company A of the 
3rd Maine, a regiment recruited early 
in the Civil War. The recent Windham 
encampment took us back to the 
recruitment of these volunteers  
at Fort Hamlin in Augusta in 1861.

The event began with the soldiers 
marching in the Summerfest Parade at 
10 a.m. on Saturday. From there, they 
marched to the Windham Historical 
Society Village Green where they set 

up camp. Tents were hoisted, a campfire built, and 
Windham residents were introduced to life during the 
Civil War. Both days of the encampment were filled 
with historic recreations. Infantry drills and firing 
demonstrations, skirmish drills, field music, and mail 
call all showed members of the Windham community 

an authentic look at camp life.

On Sunday morning, the troops 
were treated to doughnuts 
from the ladies of Augusta, 
just as was done at the muster 
of the 3rd Regiment of Maine 
Volunteers in 1861. Bayonets 
were used to serve the treats.

Also on Sunday morning was 
a presentation about women’s 
fashion in the 19th century. A 
mannequin was dressed in the 
many layers of clothing a Civil 
War-era lady would need to don 
before heading out to church on 



Sunday. Starting with pantaloons and a corset, onlookers 
watched as the first, or modesty petticoat went on, 
followed by the hooped petticoat, and third petticoat 
or over petticoat, which was used to protect the dress. 
These were followed by a skirt and a bodice. Then came 
the finishing touches of a bonnet, a shawl, and gloves. 
This style of dress was worn all year long, even on hot 
summer days. 

Visitors to the event were encouraged to speak with 
3rd Maine volunteers, including the camp physician, 
pharmacist, and chef. All were rich with knowledge 
about camp life in the 1860s. The physician discussed 
amputations and how they were performed. The 
pharmacist spoke about some of the drugs that would 
have been used to help with healing. The lady volunteers 
discussed how they did their part during the war as  
well, such as sewing uniforms and rolling bandages for 
the troops.

To coordinate with the event, the Windham Historical 
Society has a Civil War exhibit of its own. A typical  
period parlor is set up in the Society building, complete 
with Victorian-style furniture and accessories to depict 
home life during the war between the states. The  
exhibit will remain in place throughout the summer,  
so please stop by and visit.

The 3rd Maine is always looking for new members, 
people who are passionate about history, and especially 
the Civil war. Membership is open to individuals and 
families. For more information about this fascinating 
group of volunteers, go to www.thirdmaine.org.

Ladies’ Fashion Presentation

Civil War Parlor Exhibit
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Windham Historical Society 
depends on volunteers for its 
routine operations as well as for 
providing a positive influence in our 
community.  At the moment, we are 
seeking individuals for the following 
positions. A brief description of 
duties is given, but if there are 
further questions, please contact 
President Linda Griffin at 650-7484. 
All applicants will be considered at 
the next Director’s meeting.

Vice President: Briefly, substitutes 
for the President if the President is 
unable to attend meetings; serves 
as Chair of the Program Committee 

(which is comprised of Directors); sets up 
programs, including venue and works with 
program presenter to make sure they have 
equipment, screens, etc.  Makes public 
appearances representing the Society, for 
example, attending town meetings on the 
Society’s behalf.

Membership Committee Chair: Works 
toward increasing membership; maintains 
mailing list of members; oversees dues 
collection, including reminder letters, etc.; 
and provides newsletter editor with list 
of new members, those who have passed 
away, and any similar changes.

Hospitality Chair: Works with Volunteer 
Coordinator to make sure refreshments 
are available for membership meetings 
and pubic programs.

Volunteers Needed



Dear Members,
It takes many things to make a building strong.  
First, it needs a solid foundation. Then sturdy 
materials to ensure its longevity over time. It needs 
to be maintained and cared for regularly to keep it 
thriving and alive.
The Windham Historical Society is much like 
a building. We have the strong foundation of 
many members. We have the ideas to enable our 
longevity. Where we are falling short is in the area of 
maintaining our organization and keeping it vibrant.

We Need Volunteers!
This is what we hear from most 
historical societies in our area. 
In fact, I was asked to speak to 
the Raymond Historical Society 
last month since they have 
many members, but few people 
who provide assistance. They 
wanted to know how our Society 
accomplishes so much! To other 
groups, Windham Historical 
Society seems to be flourishing 
and full of activity, but we are 
in reality, a small group who 
wear many hats. Burnout starts 
becoming evident and it stops 
being fun.
Our Society needs help in so many 
ways. We have 11 programs a 
year….we need a chair. We serve 
refreshments at every program…
we need a chair.
We are preparing to move the yellow South 
Windham Library. Engineered plans for the 
foundation and the new ell in the rear are finalized, 
but we need someone to act as the coordinator to get 
estimates on the foundation and arrange the move. 
We need a liaison with the National Guard to help get 
the assistance we’ll need to fill out the application for 
their help for 2018.
Who will finish the one-room schoolhouse?  There 
is a list on the blackboard of what needs to be 
done. Painting, applying polyurethane, putting up 
a Windham map with pictures of all the many one-
room schoolhouses from Windham’s past. We need 
someone to contact the new engineer to design the 
handicap ramp needed before we can open in the fall.

We just finished a wonderful Civil War encampment 
and it was our gift to the town of Windham. There 
was no admission charge. Who will organize another 
encampment of the Ancient Ones or the Scottish 
military soldiers from the Revolutionary War for 
next year? 
Who will put up 50 posters in local towns and 
stores in Windham every month that publicize 
our meetings? Who will be in charge of watering 
our gardens and flowers? Who will change the 

sign in front of the Society 
Headquarters publicizing our 
programs and events? 
Walter Lunt needs help with 
all the programs he provides 
for the Windham schools. We 
need someone to coordinate 
with the history department at 
St. Joseph’s College. They want 
to be involved with Windham 
history.
We need to repaint the entire 
rental house so that it’s move-
in-ready by August 1.
Is there any way that YOU can 
help? If you can’t volunteer your 
time or if you are not physically 
able to work, consider sending a 
monetary donation. This would 
enable us to hire the help we 
need to keep the Society and the 
Village Green moving forward.
We have 12 active members. 

We need more. We just received a generous donation 
from the Rebeccas of Windham which is greatly 
appreciated, but we need more. We need more of you 
to keep this organization alive and thriving. 
I’ll never forget one of Walter Lunt’s third graders, 
who wrote after a tour of the Parson Smith House, 
that he had fun with history. And that is our cry… 
we all want to have fun with history. But that  
fun requires a lot of work. Please let us know what 
YOU can do.

Sincerely,
Linda Griffin,  
President of Windham Historical Society
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President’s Letter

Who will help finish the schoolhouse exhibit  
so we can open in the fall?
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Village Green News
PowerServe Volunteers Help  
Spruce Up the Village Green  

for Summer

In 2015, 
shortly after 
the tragic 
death of 
Windham 
High School 
student Shane 
Donnelly, 
PowerServe 
founder, 
Kristine 
Delano, decided she wanted to do something to help 
the Windham community to heal. She wanted to honor 
Shane’s family and friends and to show that there are a 
lot of people all around them who care about their loss 
and would like to help them with their healing process. 

She began by speaking with people from Windham 
High School; the Windham Historical Society; local 
veterans’ groups; and Young Life, a Christian-based 
youth organization in the greater Portland area. 

She had hoped to pull together 30 to 40 volunteers 
who might do work in the Windham, Gorham, and 
Raymond areas to show their sense of caring and to 
express support to neighbors who may need help in 
any number of ways.

A website was established and PowerServe began its 
mission of making a difference for the better in our 
community. When all was said and done, and after 
much planning and preparation, 292 people of all ages 
and from all walks of life pulled together for a day of 

giving on Saturday, May 14, 2016.

One of PowerServe’s projects was to help 
the Windham Historical Society prepare 

the Village Green for the upcoming 
summer season. The “Green Team,” as 
they were called, consisted of a group 
of 15 student and adult volunteers 
who helped rake the grounds, moved 
pots and plants for the upcoming 

plant sale, stacked and moved wood, 
and cleaned out the South Windham 

Library in anticipation of its move to its 
permanent location later this year. A total of 

three truckloads of debris were removed from the 
grounds and the Society couldn’t be more grateful for 
the hard work of their dedicated team of helpers. 

There were 18 other PowerServe groups working 
in the community that day. Some worked on a 
concession stand at the high school, others rebuilt 
a cross-country bridge, and some helped elderly 
residents with yard work and painting, and many 
other things too numerous to list. All were supplied 
with t-shirts, lunch, and the materials they would 
need to achieve their goals donated by local 
businesses who wanted to show support for the 
cause, including Gorham Savings Bank, Home Depot, 
and Sherwin Williams. 

Kristine is already looking forward to next year’s Day 
of Giving. She’s very encouraged since all the follow-
up surveys that have been returned indicate 100% of 
the people who gave their time this year would like to 
do so again.

It takes dedicated people to bring about positive 
community change. In the case of the Windham 
Historical Society, our PowerServe team helped us 
in the raising of a village. With their help, our Village 
Green is one step closer to bringing Windham’s past 
into the present.

Donation from 5th graders
Walter talked at the event about the one-room 
schoolhouse concept and received a check for $225 
on behalf of Sabrina Nickerson’s fifth grade class who 
collected and donated money they raised themselves  
to the Society.

Membership News
WELCOME NEW MEMBERS!

Sandy Lachtara, Bridgton
Ruby Peterson, Lewiston

Paula Petty, Windham
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Unearthing History:  
The Fort Province Dig Continues
The Maine Historic Preservation Commission is back to 
work at the site of old Province Fort near the Parson Smith 
House on River Road in Windham to continue the research 
that began last year.

Leith Smith, the lead archaeologist on the project, has 
indicated the findings from last year’s dig and the current 
research could result in a revision of the historic structure 
of the fort. 

To date, it had been believed that the fort was a 50-foot-square, two-story structure topped with watchtowers and tall 
palisade fencing. According to Smith, new evidence indicates there may have been double-fencing around the fortress, 
an outer stockade, and an inner fence made of stacked logs set in a rock or wood sill, built with dovetailed corners and 
secured by wooden pins. The roughly 12-foot area between the enclosures would probably have contained privies and 
would have been used as an area for watchmen. This double fence design was typical in eighteen century Massachusetts.

Last year’s dig focused on the Parson Smith House side of River Road. The current investigation is being conducted 
on both sides of the road. Smith believes the fort likely would have spanned the current road bed. The researchers are 
hoping to discover some of the inner structures in the fort. It is believed there may have been residential dwellings, a 
church, and a blacksmith shop within the fortress walls. 

Artifacts uncovered at the site are common to the period during which the fort was used to protect local residents from 
Indian raids. Nails, glass, and ceramic Staffordshire pottery are among the pieces recently found. 

Curator’s Corner
   by Penny Loura

Our latest accessions include: 

•  Numerous newspaper clippings and receipts from 
the Pleasant River Grange from Linda Griffin.

•  Artifacts from the White’s Bridge area, more 
than 50 in all, are being analyzed and labeled 
by Richard Doyle. Richard is a professional 
Archaeologist and a new member. 

•  A few collector’s books on artifacts and old family 
photos, including one of the Historical Society’s 
founders, Phil Kennard in Paris, France in 1945. 
Mr. Kennard also wrote a biography called 
Recollections. This is 250 pages of fascinating 
reading.

•  A Victorian rocking chair, done in green velvet and 
a beautiful electric pump organ given to us by Vicki 
Tottle. These items originally belonged to Ramona 
Moore and are presently on display in our Civil 
War parlor at the Historical Society headquarters.

•  Several newspaper articles, essays, and photos 
related to the South Windham Correctional 
Facility from Lauretta Neilson.

•  A 1963 PTA program and photo of Newhall School 
class of 1929, donated by Patty Buck.

•  Three very large maps; one aerial and two 
property maps donated by the town.

•  Three books from Carol Miller: Harper’s 
Elementary and Grammar Composition, circa 
1882; A Keystone Primer by Zirbes and Keiler 
dated 1939; and Gene Autry and the Redwood 
Pirates dated 1946.

•  Ten McGuffey Primer Readers for grades one 
through five, circa 1860-1870; 13 individual 
slates, five of which are single-sided and eight of 
which are double-sided, and a regulator clock that 
was typically used in schools in the early 1900s 
are from David Tanguay. 
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A HUGE “THANK YOU!” to the volunteers, 
donors and contributors of the 6th Annual 
Windham Historical Society Plant Sale!
This year’s sale was a great success, raising $762.75 at the June 4 event! 
Combined with the sale of merchandise at our yard sale that same day, the 
Society raised over $2,000 for our efforts.

Many of the available plants—several varieties of hostas, lilies, and irises, 
were dug up last summer and wintered in the Society’s “holding garden.”  
Also included were leftover shrubs from the prior year—lilacs, bridal 
wreath, azaleas, honeysuckle, and fir.  

Earlier in the week and throughout the morning, several Society members 
stopped by with plant donations. We were very fortunate to have a large 
variety of annuals, perennials, shrubs, and herbs to offer our customers! 

Lynda Murphy, Sue Graham, Linda Tetrault, Linda Lunt, and Sue Simonson 
arranged and priced the plants on Friday, June 3. The next day, we were joined by members Harrison Woods, Janice 
Boucher, and Ruby Peterson! 

A BIG Thank You to the following Windham businesses  
who donated annuals:

More Students Help Society with Donation
Walter Lunt was recently invited to Rebecca Miller’s third grade class at Manchester School, where he was presented 
with $127 in contributions from the students who raised the money doing odd jobs for family and friends. 

Walter spent some time with the students discussing the archaeological finds uncovered in early June across the street 
from the Parson Smith House on River Road at the Old Province Fort site. 

Windham Historical Society secretary, Sue Simonson, sent the class a thank you note letting them know their generous 
donation was used to purchase supplies and an American flag for the Village Green one-room schoolhouse. The flag is 
150 years old and does not have 50 stars on it. This is a wonderful addition to our schoolhouse exhibit and the efforts of 
the students are much appreciated by members of the Society.

Genealogy News
Queries have been trickling in via referral from the Town Hall, library, foot traffic, and the website. This is the 
time of year when everyone gets busy outside and they set aside their genealogy work until cooler weather. 

Questions recently included a request about the history of the old Town House  
(Windham Historical Society Headquarters). The woman asking for this  
information is an author who has written a book about one-room  
schoolhouses in Maine. We’ve answered this query and advised her of the  
use of the building as a school.

A lost gravestone was found at Arlington Cemetery. It has been moved from  
its original spot. Windham Police and others assisted on this question about  
why this stone wasn’t listed on our website. This will be corrected when the  
website is next updated. The Society patron has been advised.

The former Red Sands—Kilgore Restaurant—Lowell Tea Room was the topic of another inquiry. We furnished 
the information that was requested and the woman who made the request enjoyed her visit at the Society 
with member Linda Tetrault. 
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Where is this?
Monday, July 18, 7:30 p.m. at the  
Windham Historical Society Building
Century-old photos of South Windham need to be identified. Taken at 
the turn of the last century, glass negatives have now been turned into 
modern images. We need your help identifying places and people in 
these incredible pictures!  

1900 Scenes of North Gorham, White Rock and Windham
Monday, August 22, 7:00 p.m. at the  
Windham Historical Society Building 
Collection of 1900s scenes of North Gorham, White Rock, and Windham, 
narrated by Warren Gilman, long-time historian and collector of 
historical information. His father, Bert, originally had glass slides on the 
subject areas. DVDs of program available. 

Early Gravestones in Southern Maine:  
The Genius of Bartlett Adams
Monday, September 19, 7:00 p.m. at the  
Windham Historical Society Building
Membership meeting, followed by book talk and signing. Author Ron 
Romano, who presented a program previously about gravestones 
by Bartlett Adams, has published his first book. Learn about early 
gravestones in our area, including the slate tombstone of Mary Graffum 
(sic) in the old Smith Cemetery. Books will be available for purchase. 

Condolences
To long-time Historical Society member 
Julia Varney Cheny on the passing of 
her sister, Jennie MacDonald.

To the family of member Alice Fish 
on the passing of her daughter-in law, 
Susan Fish.

To the family of member June Hawkes 
on the passing of her son-in-law, John 
Hagar.

To Historical Society member Ellen 
Kennard Sinclair on the passing of her 
husband, Dave Sinclair.

To Candace Kennard on the passing of 
her husband, Philip, a founder of the 
Windham Historical Society.

Condolences to Life Member and 
former President of the Gray Historical 
Society, Louise Morrell Knapp, and her 
family on the passing of her husband, 
Warren Knapp.

Windham Historical Society
Summer Programs & Events

Windham Then and Now

Built in 1833 as the first town hall or town house, as it was called, this 40 ft. x 50 ft. brick structure has served as a 
meetinghouse, school, town office, and a place to practice sports! Civil War enlistees gathered here to sign up. Town 
meetings were also held here. From 1893 to 1910, it was a high school and elementary school classes were held in the 
building for 23 years.

In 1983, the last of the municipal offices moved out and the sturdy old brick building was turned over to the Historical 
Society. By 1998, the Society had made a small museum and turned the old town office into a meeting room and 
research center. Today, it remains the Historical Society Headquarters. Our current exhibit is a Civil War period 
parlor. The property is maintained by member volunteers, including the landscaping and tending to the herb garden. 
Workshops, programs, and meetings are ongoing and the historic building’s walk-in vault provides safe storage for 
ancient records of the community.

 $5 suggested donation. Refreshments will be served.  
Call 892-1433 or 650-7484 for more information.

   by Kay Soldier



Business Partners who support the 
Windham Historical Society and this Newsletter:
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234 Windham Center Road
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